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RESUMEN

Se determiné el periodo de desarrollo del fruto de zapote mamey [Pouteria sapota (Jacq.) H. E. Moore & Stearn], asi como su patrén de creci-
miento mediante el diametro polar y ecuatorial; también se definié el periodo donde ocurre la mayor abscision de fruto y la distribucién de la masa
en las estructuras del mismo. El crecimiento del fruto de mamey desde flor a fruto fisiologicamente maduro, dur6 entre 18 y 20 meses, con un pa-
trén de crecimiento sigmoidal. La mayor caida de frutos (76 %) se presentd cinco meses antes de la floracion siguiente. En promedio, los frutos co-
sechados representaron 20 % del total inicial, y la cosecha fue en los meses de febrero a mayo. La masa del fruto se incremento después del mes de
abril en un patrén sigmoidal; 60 % de la masa se asigné a pulpa, 25 % a cascara y 15 % a semilla, cerca de la cosecha.
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SUMMARY

The growth pattern and time to full fruit development in sapote mamey [Pouteria sapota (Jacq.) H. E. Moore & Stearn], were measured
through polar and ecuatorial diameters. The period of highest fruit abscission and changes in fruit mass distribution within its structures, were also
evaluated. Fruit growing period is from flowering to maturity required from 18 to 20 months, and had a sigmoidal pattern. The highest fruit drop
(76 %) was observed 5 months before the next flowering period. On the average, only 20 % of initial fruits was harvested, and harvest was from
February to May. The fruit mass and its structures increased after of April in a sigmoidal pattern, and mass distribution among fruit structures
near the harvest was: 60 % in pulp, 25 % in peel, and 15 % in seed.
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